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 Well, I assume since you are reading this, you made 
it into the new year in good shape. Did you make a list of 
new year resolutions? Did you remember to include your 
beloved Discovery International FMCA Chapter?  Did you 
remember to put down I will volunteer to help the Club, at-
tend and help put on rallies, and most of all sign up for the difmca YAHOO mem-
ber web site? YOU DID!!!!!!  I LOVE YOU GUYS!!!!!  OK, for the one or two of 
you out there who are satisfied to just read the newsletter, we want to make it the 
best we can. But again, we need your help to do that. It is not hard. When I read a 
club newsletter, I want to learn something about what you as a member are doing 
such as, what was the best trip you ever took, what was the best campground you 
ever stayed at, what were problems you had with your coach and how did you fix 
them. Our Newsletter Editor would be happy to get articles from members on what 
they have experienced. We are getting more promotional items all the time. Some 
of these I have been using in the Monthly Quiz that we have on the YAHOO dif-
mca Club web site. If you send in an article and it gets published, I would be happy 
to send you one of these items.                                                                                                     
 Not too much has happened since our last newsletter. Judy and I are spend-
ing two weeks in Fort Myers starting the middle of January. On the way back home 
I hope to put the final touches on the rally at Tifton, GA. As of this writing we have 
thirteen coaches signed up. The deadline for getting a reserved space is February 
14th so, don’t wait too long. We will have a General Membership Meeting at the 
Rally or at the Convention. Our next meeting will be closer to the end of the year. 

There is a very good chance it will be during 
the Utah Rolling Rally. It will be the Annual 
Meeting where we elect officers for 2008 and 
2009. We do have a seminar room reserved at 
the Perry Convention for March 21st  from 
1:30 to 2:45. This will be right after the Ice 
Cream Social. Check the Program Book just 
to be sure.                                                                          
 January is the sixth birthday of our 
Discovery. I decided to give it a present by 
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changing the transmission oil and changing the coolant. I even put on four new truck tires on the rear axle. 
After four blow outs I decided it was time to get rid of the RV tires. I had a problem with the front air gauge 
acting up. It would go from 120 pounds to zero pounds then back up again. I taped up the buzzer so it would-
n’t drive me crazy. Naturally while I was at the shop it worked fine so we could not find the problem. One 
other thing I checked on was my motorcoach insurance. I got disgusted at the idea my coach was depreciat-
ing and my premiums were going up. I decided to give FMCA a call and find out what new insurance com-
pany they were using. I am glad I did. They saved me around $500.00 on my coach and toad vehicle. The 
insurance company that FMCA is now using is Dempsey & Siders in Cincinnati, OH. Their phone number is 
866-977-8467. 

     I hope 2007 is a very exciting and prosperous year for all of you. Remember, there are a lot of places you 
need to see and a lot of new people you need to meet, don’t wait too long. 
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NOTICES 

 

From the Editor   

 I am announcing my retirement as your newsletter editor and publisher effective the end of this calen-
dar year, or sooner if some kind soul will volunteer to replace me earlier. This edition kicks off my fifth year 
as editor, so I figure it’s time to give someone else a chance to keep members up to date on what’s happening 
in  the chapter.  In the event that not one of our members is willing to pick up the job, then I’m afraid our 
chapter will be without a newsletter.  I will send all items that the chapter has paid for to my successor or the 
president of the chapter if no one is designated as newsletter editor/publisher by the end of the year. 

 Wishing you all a great New Year and hope to see you down the road! 
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(Ed. Note:  See http://www.acdmuseum.org for more info on the Auburn Cord & Duesenberg Museum) 
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Chapter Calendar                                                                                                                                           

Mar 13-16, 2007   Tifton, GA  Perry Pre-Rally                               
Mar 19-22, 2007   Perry, GA  77th FMCA Convention         
Aug 13-16, 2007   Redmond, OR  78th FMCA Convention                                                                 
Sep 25-Oct 10, 2007  Southern Utah  See Utah! Traveling Rally                                                                  
Feb 25-28, 2008   Pomona, CA  79th FMCA Convention                                                
July 2008      St. Paul Pre-Rally                                                                           
Jul 14-17, 2008   St. Paul, MN  80th FMCA Convention                                                              
Winter 2009   Perry, GA  81st FMCA Convention                                                                                   
Summer 2009   Louisville, KY  82nd FMCA Convention                                                                              
Winter 2010   Albuquerque, NM 83rd FMCA Convention                                                                              
Summer 2010   Redmond, OR  84th FMCA Convention                              

 

 

 

Cooks Corner  (Please send in some of your favorite recipes for sharing.) 

 Broccoli-Bacon-Cheddar Toss 

3 cups broccoli florets                                                                                                                                       
1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese                                                                                                                      
1/4 cup finely chopped red onion                                                                                                                      
1/3 cup raisins                                                                                                                                                                    
1/2 cup mayonnaise                                                                                                                                
2 Tbs sugar                                                                                                                                          
2 tsp lemon juice                                                                                                                                    
8 slices crisp crumbled bacon  

Toss broccoli, cheese, onion, and raisins together.  Mix mayonnaise, sugar, and lemon juice in a 
small bowl.  Add to tossed salad.  Just before serving sprinkle with crumbled bacon. 

Serves six as a side dish. 

May be made a day ahead, adding cheese and bacon just before serving.  Easily doubled or tripled 
for large groups. 

(Ed. Note:  This recipe is one submitted by our Alaskan caravan wagonmaster’s wife for the 
“caravan cookbook”.) 
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Welcome our new members: 
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Updates and Corrections: 
Jim & Marilyn Casey phone numbers:  Home—559-627-0770; Cell—559-730-8000 

Norm & Myrna Johnson e-mail:  myrnaj@quest.net 

Jack & Gayelene Muckenthaler cell phone:  720-219-2663 

Robert & Gennieve Stoops cell phone:  504-491-3680 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

Safety Tip—This tip came from a Neighborhood Watch coordinator.  

 Next time you come home for the night and you start to put your keys away, think of this:  Your 
keys may be a security alarm system you already have and it requires no installation. Put your car keys be-
side your bed at night. If you hear a noise outside your home or someone trying to get in your house, just 
press the panic/alarm button for your car. The alarm will be set off and the horn will continue to sound until 
either you turn it off or the car battery dies.  Test it!!  It will go off from most everywhere inside your 
house and will keep honking until your battery runs down or until you reset it with the button on the key fob 
chain.  It works if you park in your driveway or garage. If your car alarm goes off when someone is trying 
to break in your house, odds are the burglar or rapist won't stick around.  After a few seconds all the 
neighbors will be looking out their windows to see who is out there and sure enough the criminal won't 
want that. Try yours to make sure it works before you rely on it.  Just know that you must press the alarm 
button again to turn it off.  And remember to carry your keys while walking to your car in a parking lot.  
The alarm can work the same way in this situation. So start keeping your car keys next to your bed on the 
night stand when you go to bed at night.  If you think someone is trying to get into your house or if you hear 
a noise outside your house, just press the panic alarm on your car key chain. This is something that should 
really be shared with everyone.  It just might save a life or a sexual abuse crime. 

(submitted by Mary Condrey) 
�
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PEACH BLOSSOM SPECIAL PRE-RALLY 

TIFTON, GEORGIA                                                                                                              

The first pre-rally of 2007 will soon be here.  Now is the time to make plans and map out all 
the places  where you would like to go this coming year.  I hope one of the plans includes the Peach Blos-
som Special pre-rally at Amy’s RV Park at Tifton, Georgia before the FMCA Convention at Perry GA.  
The rally fee for the four days will be $200.00 per coach with 2 people. Additional persons cost  $1.00 per 
person per day.  If you want to come a day early, call the park at 1-800-813-3274.  Tell them you are with 
the Discovery Group. 

AGENDA 

March 13 1:00 p.m.      Arrival at Amy’s RV Park                                                                                                       
  5:00 p.m.      Social Gathering. Bring your own refreshment and snack.                                              
            Raising the new Club Flag. 

March 14 8:00 a.m. Breakfast: juice, coffee, donuts and muffins.                                                                       
  10:00 a.m. Car pool to Agrirama.                                                                                                        
  5:00 p.m. Social Gathering. Bring your own refreshment and snack.                                                               
  7:00 p.m.      Annual Membership Meeting. 

March 15 8:00 a.m. Breakfast in a bag.                                                                                                               
  10:00 a.m. On your own to shop or explore the area.                                                                             
  5:00 p.m. Car pool to Golden Corral Restaurant. 

March 16 8:00 a.m. Breakfast: juice, coffee, donuts and muffins.                                                                               
  10:00 a.m. On your own to shop, explore or just relax.                                                                       
  5:00 p.m. Catered evening meal. 

March 17 8:30 a.m. Caravan departs for FMCA Convention at Perry. 

    Arrive at Perry, GA. by 10:00 a.m.                                                                                     

 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

REGISTRATION FORM 

 

MEMBER NAME: _____________________________________________ 

ADDRESS:             _____________________________________________ 

Send your information and fee to John Wittenberg Rt. 1 Box 123 Strasburg, Il. 62465 

Rallies, Rallies, Rallies 
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See Utah! Rolling Rally Update and Status Report 

 As we announced in the last newsletter, we are going to have the Second 
(and Final!) See Utah! Rolling Rally in September and October 2007.  However, we have made major changes 
to the itinerary published in the last issue.  The most significant change is that instead of starting in Moab on 
September 26 we will be rendezvousing at Bauer’s Canyon Ranch RV Park in Glendale, UT, on September 25 
and end up at the Riverside Oasis in Moab where we say our goodbyes on October 10.  The reason for this 
change is to try to minimize the risk of cold weather at the higher elevations of Bryce Canyon and Capital Reef 
National Parks by getting there a little earlier. Also, we have added a third night at Glendale so that everyone 
has a chance to relax after traveling from wherever you start your trek to southwest Utah and to give you an 
opportunity to explore more sights in that part of the country.  Finally, instead of spending three nights at 
Bryce Canyon and two at Torrey, we will spend two at Bryce and three at Torrey.                                                             
 We will spend the first three nights of our rally at the Bauer’s Canyon Ranch RV Park in Glendale, UT. 
This is a small RV park (we have reserved all 20 of their RV sites!) that will exemplify the hospitality of 
southwestern, rural Utah. Our hosts will be Doug and Tammy Bauer, who are third generation residents of this 
area.  If the weather holds for us we will enjoy a Chuck Wagon Cookout, cooked and served by our hosts who 
may also entertain us with stories about their life on the ranch and other historical tales.  While parked here 

you will have an opportunity to tour all of the attractions of the area, starting 
with, of course, Zion National Park.  Added attractions which are within driving 
distance for day trips include Pipe Spring National Monument; Kanab, UT, the 
location for many Hollywood movies shot on location here; Cedar Breaks Na-
tional Monument; and Coral Pink Sand Dunes State Park.  More information on 
all these attractions is available to you on the Internet.                                                                   
 From Glendale we will travel about fifty miles to Ruby’s Inn RV Park 
and Campground where you will have ample opportunity to tour the many attrac-
tions of Bryce Canyon National Park and the surrounding area.  We will spend 

two nights here before we go on to the Thousand Lakes RV Park at Torrey, UT.                                              
 After surviving Utah Highway 12, we will spend three nights at the Thousand Lakes RV Park in Tor-
rey.  From here you will be able to visit the Capital Reef National Park; tour the surrounding area to visit such 
attractions as Goblin Valley, Cathedral Valley, and Fishlake National Forest; or just relax in your coach and 
catch up on routine housekeeping chores.  Or you can shop in the Thousand Lakes RV Park gift shop: Vally 
has an unusually great selection of authentic Native American arts and crafts available at very good prices.  If 
the weather cooperates we will enjoy a special breakfast and a Western Cookout at the RV Park.  (The Thou-
sand Lakes Cookout is not included in the rally fee).                                                                                                                          
 After three nights at the Thousand Lakes RV Park, we will travel east through the Glen Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area on Utah Highway 95 and end up at Goulding’s Lodge and RV Resort for a three night 
stay.  At Monument Valley we will take you on a three and a half hour Navajo guided tour of the Monument 
where you will see sights that you cannot go to without a guide.  In addition, you will have a full day to tour 
the surrounding area and visit such places as Mexican Hat, Goosenecks and Valley of the Gods State Park.  
Monument Valley is a place that you have seen in the movies but didn’t know it.  This was a favorite location 
for Hollywood great movie producer John Ford and John Wayne for many of their movies, as well as a loca-
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tion for the movie “Back to the Future”.  The museum at Goulding’s Lodge will explain much better than I the 
fascination that Ford and Wayne, and other stars and producers, had with Monument Valley.  Go there with us 
and see for yourselves.                                                                                                                                                                   
 After three nights, we will leave Monument Valley and go north to our final destination, Moab.  At 
Riverside Oasis we will enjoy the hospitality of Sandra and Bert Paxman for the last four nights of our rally on 
the banks of the Colorado River.  While in Moab, we will take a four hour, 64 mile roundtrip jet boat tour of 
the Colorado River downstream from Moab.  See the details of the tour at http:/
www.canyonlandsbynight.com/tours/tours/jetboat/index.html.  This tour is included in the rally fee.  While in 
Moab you will be able to take a wide variety of other tours, including land-based tours or other river tours.  We 
recommend the Canyonlands by Night Night Tour (www.canyonlandsbynight.com/tours/tours/nightboat/
index.html) which includes a Cowboy Style Dutch Oven Dinner.  This is a fabulous tour that would have been 
included in the rally except for the fact that your hosts have been on this night tour four times already!  Before 
leaving Moab we will enjoy a “departing” no-host dinner at the Moab Brewery for a fun night out to reflect on 
your experiences in Utah.  The Moab Brewery has an excellent, eclectic menu and an excellent selection of on-
site brewed beers and ales.  It’s one of our favorite stopping spots in Moab and we always enjoy their Amber 
Lager and Oatmeal Stout.  We’re sure that you’ll enjoy it as much as we do!                                                                              
 As on our first Rolling Rally, if you aren’t able to spend the entire 15 nights with us, you will be able to 
pick and choose the places that you want to visit with us as we will provide a la carte pricing for each stop.  
The total rally fee will be approximately $700 including fifteen nights full hookups (except cable TV) and will 
include the cookout at Glendale, continental breakfasts on non-travel days, at least two “full” breakfasts, and 
tours at Moab and Monument Valley.  Detailed information, including a registration form and the a la carte 
pricing, will be provided when arrangements are completely firmed up and will be announced in the newsletter 
in May.                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Please let us know as soon as possible if you intend to come visit us.  Seventeen couples have already 
told us that they expect to join us or have asked us to “keep them in mind” for the rally.  We aren’t asking for a 
firm commitment but just an announcement of your intentions.  We will ask for a firm commitment and your 
money about forty five days ahead of the scheduled start date in Glendale.                                                                               
 The first 20 to let us know will have priority; after twenty we will establish a waiting list and we will 
accommodate as many additional coaches as we can.  Obviously we won’t be able to accommodate more 
coaches than there are sites available at the different locations but except for Bauer’s Canyon Ranch we expect 
to be able to add some additional coaches.                                                                                                                                         
 Contact us by email (arnie1938@aol.com) or cell phone (913.259.2909 or 913.259.0461).  We’re look-
ing forward to hearing from you. 
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Meeting Minutes              

Highlights from the National Directors Meeting at Charlotte NC on August 14, 2006 

 The following recommendations from the Long-Range & Development Committee Report were not 
adopted:   

1. To eliminate the position of Alternate National Director effective, January 1, 2007 
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2. That term limits be established for people serving as National Director and/or Temporary Delegate starting 
January 2007. 

3. At the direction of the Governing Board and to facilitate FMCA’s Strategic Plan Goal F, Organizational 
Structure and Governance, the following proposal governance plan be adopted:  

 Effective July or August 2008, Board Of Area Representatives, which becomes the BAR, is recom-
mended to be: the National President, 10 National Area Vice Presidents, 10 Area Senior Vice Presidents, and 
50 Chapter National Directors.  There would also be 3 ex officio, non-voting members: National Senior Vice 
President, National Secretary, and National Treasurer.  The BAR would be made up of 71 people. The BAR 
would meet at summer conventions on Monday, beginning July/August 2009.  The BAR’s  responsibilities 
would be: receive financial reports; approve draft budgets; recommend Bylaw amendments; and approve poli-
cies and procedures (previously Governing Board Approval Level). The Governing Board would receive VIP 
seating at the BAR’s summer convention meeting.  The Governing Board would continue to have the follow-
ing responsibilities: receive financial reports; approve final budget by mail ballot; approve Bylaw amendments 
by mail ballot (2/3 vote required to approve); receive recommended changes (tracked changes) to policies and 
procedures (previously GB approval Level, now BAR approval Level); and elect the four nationally elected 
officers by mail ballot (balloting to occur in May/June time frame starting in 2009. All Governing Board ac-
tions to be done by mail ballot. 

 There was much more listed, but the gist of the proposal, which was soundly defeated, was to eliminate 
the National Directors authority/responsibilities and restrict voting to mail ballots, This would eliminate chap-
ter representation at convention meetings and make National Director’s a rubber stamp to whatever BAR 
would propose.  I believe only 2 or 3 National Directors voted yes. 

Submitted by John Didich, National Director 

                                                                                                 

Member Trips to Remember                                                     
What We Did Last Summer… 

 Every once in a while, I can’t help remembering the Summer of ’06. We wrote in an earlier newsletter 
of the Pros and Cons of traveling to Alaska with a commercial Caravan operator but didn’t really mention 
much of the trip. I’ll tell you some of the highlights, but there’s not enough room in the newsletter to cover the 
58 day caravan in full. Nor would you, I’m sure, care to read a blow-by-blow description of our adventures.                     
 You may remember that Bob and LaVerne Foerster, Steve and Leland Kokinos, Junior and Betty 
Mertz, and Marlene and I traveled to western Canada and Alaska with Adventure Caravans while the Tolsons, 
Campbells, Palasotas, and Baldwins visited the Maritime Provinces of eastern Canada. I’d like to relate some 
of our more interesting experiences and show you a few pictures. Only a very few, though, of the thousands 
that the eight of us took!                                                                                                                                                           
 One thing that first comes to mind about our trip is “border crossings”! One of the things that the Ad-
venture Caravans Wagonmaster and Tailgunner did for us was to give us all the information necessary to mini-
mize the trauma of several crossings into Canada and Alaska and eventually back to the US.  They gave sev-
eral pointers for interacting with the officials of both countries to reduce the likelihood that we would run afoul 
of the immigration and agricultural restrictions of both countries. So one of the bits of information they gave 
us was about the prohibited entry of agricultural products, such as: You are not allowed to take cherries (pitted 
fruit), apples, meat or potatoes into Canada from Washington state. Not a problem, except June is a prime 
month for cherries in Washington. Their cherry crop was excellent that year so they were in plentiful supply at 
excellent prices at the many road side fruit stands as we traveled to the caravan rendezvous point. Naturally, all 
four couples had taken full advantage and had bought many pounds of cherries to enjoy as we traveled.                           
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 So, faced with the prohibited entry of our fruit, what was the appropriate course of action? That’s 
right, we had to eat all those *()#& cherries so that they wouldn’t be confiscated at the border! So even to 
this day the road leading from Ephrata, WA, to the Canadian border at Oliver, BC, is littered with what 
seems to be millions of cherry pits! As to the border crossing, sure enough, we were ready to cross into Can-
ada! But let Steve and Leland’s experience tell the story: As they were greeted by the Canadian customs offi-
cial, Steve was asked if he could say what they (Canadian customs) were most concerned with. Of course 
Steve promptly replied:  “Cherries?” The official grimaced and Steve knew right away that that wasn’t the 
right answer and immediately gave the backup answer: “Potatoes”? With a groan of exasperation the official 
said, “no, no, no…it’s G U N S!” From that point on the crossing was uneventful for the DI couples!                                                    
 While on the subject of border crossings, the most infamous was crossing into Alaska from Dawson 
City along the Top of the World Highway. (I didn’t know until traveling this 
highway that as a boy living on a small farm in south Texas I actually lived at the 
end of a highway.  I always thought it was a little, ol’ country dirt farm road!) At 
the travel briefing before leaving Dawson City, the Wagonmaster again briefed 
us on the dos and don’ts of what would be our first border crossing from Canada 
into Alaska. Once again we were informed of the extremely rigid restrictions on 
taking food stuffs into Alaska from Canada. Of course, not knowing earlier of 
these restrictions we had all stocked up on food in Canada and, wouldn’t you 
know it—most of the stuff we had stocked up on in Canada was not to be al-
lowed to go with us to Alaska. Things such as potatoes, meat, eggs, fruit, etc. Once again we were faced with 
the dilemma of discarding the groceries or, worse yet allowing the customs and immigration officials at the 
crossing to confiscate them. And of course, we just knew that they would simply take our food and enjoy it 
themselves! So what to do, what to do???                                                                                                              
 (As an aside here, when leaving Dawson City, the first thing one has to do is line up for the ferry to 
take you across the Yukon River. With 23 rigs to take across, the Wagonmaster had to get everyone in line 
early—like at 5:30 AM! And as the Foersters, Kokinos, and Mertz’s will attest, the probability of getting 
Marlene and I up and in line for a ferry crossing at that time of morning was roughly equivalent to the prob-
ability of it being pitch black in Dawson City at noon during the summer! In other words—we weren’t goin’ 
to do no such thing! So an alternative was offered: Cross the Yukon on the ferry the night before and go to a 
place about eleven miles up the road where we could dry camp overnight and wait for the others to catch up 
the next morning. So this is what “The Discovery Group” did, as did one or two other couples from the cara-
van.)                                                                                                                                                                                      
 Back to the problem of what to do with all the food. One or more of the four Discovery’ers came up 
with the solution. And what a solution it was—and it was so simple. We would eat up all the food that we 

weren’t allowed to take to Alaska! Brilliant, right! Of course it was! So early the 
next morning, everyone (except, of course, for 
Marlene and I!) got out our propane grills, our char-
coal grills and all the food that we weren’t going to let 
the customs agents eat. Eventually, even Marlene and I 
were up and about and got our grill and food out and 
we then scrambled eggs, fried potatoes and onions, 
grilled steaks, grilled sausages, fried bacon—in other 
words, fixed a breakfast to end all breakfasts! And we 

ate and ate and ate. And we were joined by our good friends Larry and Linda 
Slycord, the caravan Tailgunners who, naturally, had to check that we were all okay and not having mechani-
cal problems—and that we were eating well! The agents at the border wouldn’t get a trove of foodstuffs to-
day, by golly.                                                                                                                                                         
 And of course it paid off.  When we arrived at the border we could honestly say that, no, we don’t 
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have any of the prohibited items in our larder.  And so I was prepared to answer 
all the customs and immigrations official’s tough, grilling (no pun intended!) 
questions.  Sure enough, as I shut down the D’s CAT engine so we could hear 
each other, the agent asked that question: “What is the meaning of your license 
plate (VIAJERA)?” And after giving him the answer (Spanish for “traveler”) 
his next statement was: “Enjoy your stay…” But they didn’t get our groceries 
by golly!!!                                                                                                               
 (Again as an aside: Later in the caravan, we reentered Alaska on the 
way to Skagway. When Marlene and I approached the customs official, the 
agent said: “Well, we meet again, Viajera!” It seems that the agents at the Top of the World highway crossing are 

there for two weeks at a time and then return to their normal station. And we were 
remembered because of our unique license plate.)                                                                             
 Of course there are many more memories besides the border crossings. 
First, there was the surprise of the beautiful Okanagan Valley around Oliver, BC, 
the self-proclaimed winery capital of Canada. The area along the Okanagan River 
from Oliver to Kelowna with its many farms and vineyards is, we were surprised 
to learn, part of the greater Sonoran Desert. We enjoyed our visit here where the 
primary activity was wine-tasting and we discovered some excellent vintages. Of 

course, “wine buying” was a close 
second activity behind the tasting. 
And probably, the more we ‘tasted’ 
the more we bought!                                                                                                                             
 Touring Banff National Park 
from our RV Park in Canmore was an 
early highlight of our visit to Canada. The park and Lake 

Louise were beautiful, as was less well-known but 
possibly more beautiful nearby Lake Moraine.                                                                                 
 At the Columbia Icefields, we began to learn 
about glaciers and their history. Spending July 4th in 
the parking lot at the icefields and being able to walk 
on the Athabasca Glacier was a memorable experi-
ence, just imagining the magnitude of the ice and the 
centuries that the ice had been there. The museum 
itself at the visitor’s center was a fascinating, if brief 

and miniscule, education and look back at the evolution of the earth through the 
various ‘ice ages’. And of course the caravan celebrated Independence Day with a pot luck dinner and Wagonmas-
ter/Tailgunner prepared margaritas! For being 230 years old, the good old USA is still a winner, wherever her birth-
day is celebrated!                                                                                                                                                      
 I don’t think that any of us will ever forget the highway construction! Our first experience was eighteen 
miles of pea gravel on the way to Dawson City. In the last newsletter, Junior described some of the precautionary 
measures we took to prevent damage to engines, lights, windshields, and air conditioner condensers. They obvi-
ously worked because none of us had any damage to those items. (Of course, after we removed all the protection 
installed for Canada and Alaska, Marlene and I got a cracked windshield from a rock about three miles before we 
arrived in Pahrump!) What Junior didn’t address in his article was the effect of rock guards, or what we used to call 
mud-flaps, installed on the rear of our motorhome. We all have essentially the same motorhome— 2003, 2004, 
2005, and 2006 model years—and coincidentally all four had virtually the same toad. Bob, Steve, and Junior all 
were towing Jeep Wranglers with Roadmaster Guardian Rock Shields and I was towing a Ford Explorer with a 
Blue Ox Kargard, the Blue Ox equivalent of the Roadmaster Guardian. Bob and I do not have a rock guard or mud-
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flap installed. Junior and Steve have (or had) a solid, stainless steel, custom rock guard/mud flap. It turned out that 
during the entire caravan over many miles of dirt road and road construction, Bob and I did not receive any damage 
whatsoever to our toads. On the other hand, after the initial 18 miles of construction, Junior had a number of rock 
chips in the windshield of his Jeep. Steve and Leland stopped counting windshield rock chips after 27! Junior re-
moved the guard in Dawson City and didn’t suffer any more damage to the Jeep. After 27+ chips, Steve didn’t bother 
removing the guard! While it might be coincidence or due to some other factor, the difference in damage to the toad 
convinced Bob and I that we would not bother to get a rock guard installed. We report, 
you decide…                                                                                                                  
 As to the rest of the trip, who can forget Juneau?  The sight of Mendenhall 
Glacier appearing as the fog lifted twenty minutes before we were to board our tour 
bus back to the boat landing was magnificent and inspiring beyond description.                                                                                                             
And Denali National Park? And Stewart/Hyder? At both places we were fortunate to 
see bears, both Grizzly and Black. And I’m sure that Junior, Betty, Steve, Leland and 
Marlene will never forget their white water rafting at Denali in the cold!  And we saw 
enough salmon to last a lifetime if we had caught them. Of course, one of Junior’s 
memorable experiences, I’m sure, was catching his limit of halibut on an expedition out of Homer. I’m sure that he’s 
still reliving that fishing trip, and they may even have some left to eat. And there was the fish boil at Homer prepared 
by a caravan couple from Michigan using halibut caught by the Wagonmaster. Leland, especially, will long remem-
ber the bears at Hyder—especially the one that caught her looking him/her in the eye! And Junior and Betty learned 
what it means when a cow moose with her calves flattens her ears to her head! And we all decided that there are no 
bull moose in Canada and Alaska since none of us saw even one bull! And there are countless other memories that 
we will always cherish and never forget.                                                                                                                                             
 It was a summer to remember, all right. And beyond the glory of God’s world in the Canadian Rockies, the 
Yukon Territories, and Alaska, most memorable of all was 
the two months we spent with some of the finest folks and 
dearest friends we have known—Bob and LaVerne, Steve 
and Leland, and Junior and Betty. It wouldn’t have been the 
same without them. 

����������	  
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                             A Word to the Wise 
 

Good hints!  Although I don't know about the slip or pantyhose hint..........does anyone wear 
them any more???  Anyhow, enjoy these, and hope you will find something useful.                                                                                                           
����������������                                                                                                                                                                          

Reheat Pizza: Heat up leftover pizza in a non-stick skillet on top of the stove, set heat to 
med-low and heat till warm. This keeps the crust crispy. No soggy micro pizza. I saw this on 
the cooking channel and it really works.                                                                                                          
Easy Deviled Eggs: Put cooked egg yolks in a zip lock bag. Seal, mash till they are all broken up. Add remainder of 
ingredients, reseal, keep mashing it up mixing thoroughly, cut the tip of the baggy, squeeze mixture into egg. Just 
throw bag away when done easy clean up.                                                                                                                                                 
Expanding Frosting: When you buy a container of cake frosting from the store, whip it with your mixer for a few 
minutes. You can double it in size. You get to frost more cake/cupcakes with the same amount. You also eat less 
sugar/calories per serving.                                                                                                                                                                      
Reheating refrigerated bread: To warm biscuits, pancakes, or muffins that were refrigerated, place them in a micro-
wave with a cup of water. The increased moisture will keep the food moist and help it reheat faster.                                            
Newspaper your weeds away: Start putting in your plants, work the nutrients in your soil. Wet newspapers, put lay-
ers around the plants overlapping as you go.... cover with mulch and forget about weeds. Weeds will get through 
some gardening plastic they will not get through wet newspapers.                                                                                                       
Broken Glass: Use a dry cotton ball to pick up little broken glass pieces of glass- the fibers catch ones you can't see! 
No More Mosquitoes: Place a dryer sheet in your pocket. It will keep the mosquitoes away.                                                      
Squirrel Away! To keep squirrels from eating your plants sprinkle your plants with cayenne pepper. The cayenne 
pepper doesn't hurt the plant and the squirrels won't come near it.                                                                                                         
Flexible vacuum: To get something out of a heat register or under the fridge add an empty paper towel roll or empty 
gift wrap roll to your vacumm. It can be bent or flattened to get in narrow openings.                                                                             
Reducing Static Cling: Pin a small safety pin to the seam of your slip and you will not have a clingy skirt or dress. 
Same thing works with slacks that cling when wearing panty hose. Place pin in seam of slacks and - voila - static is 
gone.                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
Measuring Cups: Before you pour sticky substances into a measuring cup, fill it with hot water. Dump out the hot 
water, but don't dry the cup. Next, add your ingredient, such as peanut butter, and watch how easily it comes right 
out.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Foggy Windshield? Hate foggy windshields? Buy a chalkboard eraser and keep it in the glove box of your car. When 
the windows fog, rub with the eraser! Works better than a cloth!                                                                                                               
Reopening an envelope: If you seal an envelope and then realize you forgot to include something inside, just place 
your sealed envelope in the freezer for an hour or two. It unseals easily.                                                                                                        
Conditioner: Use your hair conditioner to shave your legs. It's a lot cheaper than shaving cream and leaves your legs 
really smooth. It's also a great way to use up the conditioner you bought but didn't like when you tried it in your hair. 
Goodbye Fruit Flies: To get rid of pesky fruit flies, take a small glass fill it half with Apple Cider Vinegar and 2 
drops of dish washing liquid, mix well. You will find those flies drawn to the cup and gone forever!                                                       
Get Rid of Ants: Put small piles of cornmeal where you see ants. They eat it, take it "home," but can't digest it so it 
kills them. It may take a week or so, especially if it rains, but it works and you don't have the worry about pets or 
small children being harmed!                                                                                                                                                         
Take baby powder to the beach: Keep a small bottle of baby powder in your beach bag. When you're ready to leave 
the beach sprinkle yourself and kids with the powder and the sand will slide right off your skin. 

 (Submitted by Vie Brock) 
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- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

INVITE OTHERS TO JOIN! 

Many of you encounter other Discovery owners who may  not be a member of Discovery International (FMCA).  So, here is our membership 
application form.  Keep it handy and pass it along.  More Discoverys means more DISCOVER’ING! 

FMCA NUMBER ____________________________ Today’s Date _________________ 
 

Pilot Last Name (Please Print) _____________________ First Name __________________________ 

Co-Pilot Last Name _______________________________ First Name __________________________ 

Street and/or Mailing Address __________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip + 4 ________________________ 

Phone, including Area Code (_____) _____ - ___________  E=Mail __________ Web Site _______ 

Winter Address 
 
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip + 4 ________________________ 
 

Phone, including Area Code (_____) _____ - ___________ 

Discovery Coach Information 
 
Year ______________  Length  _______________  Model  ________________  Engine  ___________ 

Membership Fees: 

Initiation Fee (one time) $15.00   Send completed application and check to:  Linda Miller                                                   
Annual Dues $20.00                                                                                                          Membership Secretary                                
Total Amount Due First Year $35.00            10066 E. 600 S.                                                   
             Lafayette, IN  47905    

Make Check Payable to:  Discovery International   

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 
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Written by Denise Girod of Kelley Chevrolet Motor Home Service, Decatur, Indiana,800-553-8525; reprinted with her permission. 
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