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� Here we are into a new camping season. Our first 
outing was to a State Park not too far from home with our 
daughter and her family. We made it two days and called it 
quits because of the cold, rain and snow.                                                     
 I thought we were blessed with good weather for the 
Tifton Rally and the FMCA Convention at Perry.  I was re-
lieved to have the Orange Blossom Special Rally completed. This was my first rally 
and I enjoyed putting it on, except for the problems I had with management.  This 
turned out to be a good learning experience not only at the rally but also at a meet-
ing that I, and our Vice President Harold Mertz, attended at the Chapter Officers 
seminar at the Perry Convention. We found out that there is a lot of misunderstand-
ing as to what FMCA will do for us, as a club and a Chapter of FMCA, and what 
we as a club are liable for.                                                                                                          
 There were fifteen coaches at the Tifton, GA. rally. We were glad to see 
Robert and Phyllis Kreiner who joined us at this rally for the first time and also 
caravaned to Perry with us. We had our chapter membership meeting on March 
14th. One thing we got caught up on was an audit of the Chapter books. This should 
be done each year or when a new president comes in. Our National and Alternate 
Directors will not be going to Bend Oregon for the Fall FMCA Convention. Char-
lene Williams volunteered to fill this position for our Club. Thanks again Charlene. 
Quite a bit of time was given to a discussion regarding membership in our club. 
 The caravan to Perry was uneventful, except for the twenty minute wait at a 
rest area because we were a little too early for our arrival time. They parked the 
twelve coaches who made the trip up next to a fence looking at the fair complex. 
And we had an asphalt road right behind us. Again the weather was great, no rain. 
The Freightliner Club was in charge of providing helpers for the trams at the con-

vention and they needed help. Three of our mem-
bers volunteered: Gilbert and Anneliesse Walling-
ton, Larry Carstensen and Charlene Williams and 
Pete and Martha Palasota. I know they appreciated 
the help. Our Club participated in the Chapter Fair 
again and several of the members helped out during 
the three hour period. Thanks to all of you who 
helped with this project. I believe we acquired a 
couple of members from this. We also had a semi-
nar room reserved for one afternoon. Because we 
already had our Chapter meeting at the Rally, we 
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decided to make this a birthday party to celebrate�our eighth year. We had a good turn out for this. One thing 
that I was especially grateful for was the effort put forth by three of our members: John and Karen Didich, 
Harold (Jr) and Betty Mertz and Pete and Martha Palasota for meeting with members of the Fleetwood Com-
pany representatives. We all met Lenny J. Razo who is the Regional Sales Manager from the Decatur, IN 
plant and also Dawn Fann, who is in Marketing and works with the clubs.  Pete Palasota volunteered to be 
our Club’s ambassador with the Fleetwood group to see how we could help each other at the rallies and con-
ventions. Thank you very much Pete.  On our DIFMCA web site I sent out the message by Patty Burge ask-
ing for ambassadors to help with the Fleetwood display area. I felt this is one way that we, as a club, can help 
Fleetwood promote their products and also ask them for a little help with our rallies. From that, two of our 
members, Larry Carstensen and Charlene Williams and also Gene and Jean Baldwin, have signed up to help 
in Bend Oregon. Thanks for volunteering.                                                                                                                                                      
 As you begin to read the new issue of the May “FAMILY MOTOR COACHING” magazine you’ll 
notice the President, Don Moore, talking about volunteering. Not only is it important in a big organization, 
but I would say even in a small club such as ours, that we always need extra help.  I would like to have a 
committee made up of two members and an officer to plan rallies a year or two in advance . If this is some-
thing you would help with, give me a call.                                                                                                                             
 Judy and I will not be making the Bend Oregon trip. We are planning to go on Neil and Marlene’s 
Utah Rolling Rally in late September. At this time I believe we will have enough members there to have our 
annual meeting where we elect new officers. One thing that looks encouraging is that several of our members 
are coming to a rally for the first time.  The FMCA Bylaw/Policy & Procedure Committee has asked us to 
change our bylaw wording under Article V number 3-Committee to read “A Committee quorum shall be a 
majority.” The second change is under Article VI, Chapter Meetings C. This needs to read “one or more 
Vice-Presidents”. We do plan on going to Pomona CA. next February and a rally after the convention. We 
did have an offer from one of our members to plan a rally at Renfro Valley, KY, but we are having trouble 
coming up with a date. If I make it into 2008 as your President and we do not have any offers for rallies, I 
would like to try going to an Area Rally. We could all meet the evening before the rally at a Wal-Mart and go 
in to the Rally together. Then everyone could enjoy the party. I believe I have hinted in the past that we 
should go to an INTO Area Rally because we are a part of this group. The next INTO Rally is June 12-15, 
2008 in Oshkosh, Wisconsin, at the Sunnyview Expo. If you have been reading your DIFMCA web site you 
know that Chuck and Vie Brock are planning a pre rally at Red Wing, MN for the FMCA’s 80th Convention 
at St. Paul, Minnesota. So many things to do and so many dates to arrange. It would sure be nice to have a 
committee to plan this out ahead.                                                                                                                                       
 Hope to see you all down the road sometime, somewhere, somehow, someplace, someway, someday.�
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Chapter Calendar                                                                                                                                           

Aug 13-16, 2007   Redmond, OR  78th FMCA Convention                                                                 
Sep 25-Oct 10, 2007  Southern Utah  See Utah! Traveling Rally                                                                  
Feb 25-28, 2008   Pomona, CA  79th FMCA Convention                                                                              
Feb 2008   TBD   Pomona Post-Rally                         
July 8-12, 2008   Red Wing, MN  St. Paul Pre-Rally                                                                           
Jul 14-17, 2008   St. Paul, MN  80th FMCA Convention                                                              
Winter 2009   Perry, GA  81st FMCA Convention                                                                                   
Summer 2009   Louisville, KY  82nd FMCA Convention                                                                              
Winter 2010   Albuquerque, NM 83rd FMCA Convention                                                                              
Summer 2010   Redmond, OR  84th FMCA Convention                              

 

 

 

 

Cooks Corner  (Please send in some of your favorite recipes for sharing.) 

Easy Fiesta Beans                                                                                                                       
A delicious (not too caloric) way to jazz up canned refried beans 

1 16-oz can fat-free refried beans (preferably spicy)                                                                                                                
1 15-oz can no-salt-added pinto beans (rinsed)                                                                                                                                     
1/2 cup salsa                                                                                                                                                          
2/3 cup grated sharp Cheddar cheese (divided into 1/3 cup portions)                                                                                         
4 scallions (green onions), sliced 

 Combine refried and pinto beans, salsa and 1/3 cup cheese in a medium saucepan.  Cook 
over medium heat, stirring until hot and cheese is melted, 6-8 minutes.   Spoon the bean mixture 
into a 2-quart baking dish and sprinkle with other 1/3 cup cheese and scallions.                                                
 Position oven rack in upper third of oven; preheat broiler. Broil until the cheese is lightly 
browned, about 2 minutes. 

Serves six as a side dish. 

(Nutrition Info per serving:  169 calories; 4 g fat (2 g sat); 13 mg cholesterol; 21 g carbohydrate; 
10 g protein; 7 g fiber; 519 mg sodium; 64 mg potassium) 
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Welcome our new members: 
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Neil & Marlene Elkins (bought SOB) 

Robert & Joyce Ferguson (bought SOB) 

Jack & Nim Myton (bought SOB) 

 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

NOTICES 
Nominating Committee Presents Slate of Candidates for Office 

� During the Orange Blossom Special rally at Tifton and the FMCA Convention at Perry, the Nomi-
nating Committee composed of Neil Elkins, LaVerne Foerster and Steve Kokinos developed a slate of can-
didates for Discovery International Officers.  The election will be held at the next business meeting of the 
chapter.  The nominees are:                                                                                                                                                      

 President:  John Wittenberg                                                                                                                                                      
 Vice-President:  Harold Mertz (Jr.)                                                                                                                                                                      
 Secretary:  Karen Didich                                                                                                                                                          
 Treasurer:  Pete Palasota                                                                                                                                                                          
 National Director:  John Didich                                                                                                                             
 Alternate National Director:  Gilbert (Wally) Wallington 

 The Committee has not yet come up with nominations for the Nominating Committee which must 
also be elected.  If you would like to contribute to the success of Discovery International, please call, write, 
or email one of the current Nominating Committee members and volunteer to be part of the nominating 
committee. We thank those who agreed to stand for election and re-election.  It has been reported that no 
FMCA Chapter has ever failed because of a lack of members, but several chapters have failed because no 
one would agree to serve as officers.  We don’t ever want that to happen to Discovery International—the 
greatest FMCA chapter there is!                 Neil Elkins          LaVerne Foerster          Steve Kokinos 
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PEACH BLOSSOM SPECIAL PRE-RALLY— TIFTON, GEORGIA   

A wonderful time!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rallies, Rallies, Rallies 
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At FMCA Convention 
and Chapter Fair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Utah Rolling Rally… 
 

 We still have room for several more of you to come out to one of 
the most beautiful, spectacular parts of our great United States and join in the fun 
with your fellow Discovery International travelers.  We had originally planned for 
at least twenty coaches at all of our destinations but unfortunately we now only  
have room for about eighteen at our first stop at Bauer’s RV Ranch RV Park, in 
Glendale, UT.  After that,  though, we have room for twenty coaches at all of our other destinations, so if you 
would like to skip the first stop near Zion National Park and join us at Bryce Canyon or one of the other 
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places—just let us know now.  The approximately 480 mile journey through southern and southeastern Utah 
will be one you will remember and talk about for a long time. Some of those who attended the See Utah! Roll-
ing Rally in the fall of 2005 have said that it was one of the best they had attended.  We’re flattered by their 
enthusiasm but we always believe that the success of a rally depends on the attendees more that on any other 
factor.  In any event, we hope that we end up with a full house with no vacancies left.  So come on and sign up 
today! 

My latest calculations show that the rally fee will be $700.  For that you will receive—in addition to all 
the fun of just being in the group—fifteen nights of full hookups (except cable TV); one Chuckwagon Cook-
out; one Breakfast-in-a-Bag; a Navajo Guided tour of Monument Valley; a four hour, sixty four mile round 
trip down the Colorado River from Moab; a special dinner in Moab prepared by some of our members; and a 
continental breakfast each non-travel morning!  Plus there will probably be many impromptu get-togethers 
with the gang.  But don’t send any money until we ask for it—probably about the first of August.   

Remember that we’re starting in the southwest corner of Utah at 
Bauer’s Canyon Ranch RV Park in Glendale, UT, instead of in Moab as we 
originally advertised.  This will be our staging area for your visits to Zion Na-
tional Park and other activities in the area.  After enjoying the Bauer's’ hospital-
ity for three nights we will travel about fifty miles to Ruby’s Inn RV Park and 
Campground at Bryce Canyon National Park where you will have a day and a 
half and two nights to take in this wonderful park. 

When we leave Ruby’s Inn we will drive about 115 miles to Thousand 
Lakes RV Park in Torrey, UT, taking one of the trip’s most scenic highways, Utah’s Highway 12 through Es-
calante and Boulder.  We will spend three nights there while you take in the Capitol Reef National Park and 
other scenic Utah areas such as Goblin Valley State Park near Hanksville or the Fishlake National Forest to the 
northwest of Torrey. 

The next stop on our trip will be Goulding’s Trading Post and RV Park in Monu-
ment Valley, about 240 miles from Torrey.  This is part of the Navajo Nation and 
an extraordinary place to visit.  You will have two days and three nights to explore 
this remote but beautiful and majestic area.  Don’t miss Goosenecks and Valley of 
the Gods State Parks just north of Monument Valley while we’re here.  A Navajo 
guided tour to areas of the tribal park that are off limits to non-Navajos is included 
in the rally fee and will occupy one half-day of our visit.  Don’t miss the shopping 
at Goulding’s Trading Post, the “Navajo Mall” just south of the intersection of 

Highway 163 and Monument Valley Road, and the Monument Valley Visitor’s center.  There is an excellent 
selection of Navajo arts and crafts available in these shops. There will be a Discovery International business 
meeting to elect officers while we’re here—provided that we have at least fifteen member coaches to establish 
a quorum. 

When we leave Monument Valley we will go north about 190 miles to the 
Riverside Oasis in Moab for the last four nights of the rally.   In addition to the 
Arches and Canyonlands National Parks and Dead Horse Point State Park, the high-
light of our visit here will be an included four hour, sixty four mile boat trip down the 
Colorado River where you will see Indian ruins, petroglyphs, and other spectacular 
scenery including Dead Horse Point and Thelma and Louise Point (where the ending of that movie was 
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filmed).  We plan to have a special dinner for you prepared by your fellow travelers as well as a no-host dinner 
at the local brew pub. 

So quit putting it off—email me (arnie1938@aol.com) or call me (913-259-2909) and put your name 
on the list of attendees!  You won’t regret it…. 

Neil and Marlene Elkins 

 

 

 

 

Minnesota Pre-Rally 

 We did the preliminary research and Red Wing Minnesota will be the pre rally 
site for 2008 pre-rally.  We are still talking to two campgrounds to get the best deal.                                                          
 There is a lot to see in historic Red Wing.  For example, Red Wing shoes and 
Red Wing pottery are two world renowned companies that have been the longest sur-
viving businesses.                                                                                                                          
 A more detailed look at activities is being put together and firmed up, but some things we are looking 
at are:  

——Dinner at the historic Anderson House in Wabasha  (A hotel where you can rent a cat for the evening.)                         
——Riverboat tour down the Mississippi                                                                                                                                     
——Tours of the Red Wing Pottery and old historic Red Wing                                                                                                            
——A hosted picnic at a beautiful river park  

  We look forward to hosting this rally along the historic Mississippi River and sharing the beauty, and 
history of this fascinating city. 

Chuck and Vie Brock 
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  Discovery International Chapter of FMCA                                                                                      

General Membership                                                                                                           
Meeting Minutes                                                                                                              

March 14, 2007 – Tifton, GA 

 President John Wittenberg called the Discovery International Chapter business meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. (CDT) on March 14, 2007.  Neil Elkins gave the invocation.  Larry Carstensen led the group in the Pledge 
of Allegiance.                                                                                                                                                 
 Neil Elkins motioned the minutes be approved as printed in the Chapter newsletter.  The motion was 
seconded and the minutes were approved.                                                                                                                                  
 The members received a copy of the 2006 Financial Report from the treasurer.  It was noted that an ad-
ditional amount, approximately $1,400, would be added to the cash on hand, $3,679.19.  Neil E. motioned the 
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financial report be approved.  The motion was seconded and the financial report was approved.                                  
 Our National Director, John Didich, made reference to an article in the last newsletter.  He will not be 
attending the Oregon FMCA Convention and asked for members to consider serving as a Temporary Dele-
gate for this meeting.  Charlene Williams volunteered.  Neil E. nominated Charlene for the position of Tem-
porary Delegate.  Harry C. seconded.  The members voted and Charlene will serve as Temporary Delegate  at 
the 2007 Oregon FMCA Convention.                                                                                                                                 
 There wasn’t any Old Business.                                                                                                                               
 New Business:  The Bylaw/Policy & Procedure Committee has made a few suggestions for our Chap-
ter Bylaws.  The new wording will be published in the next newsletter and voting will take place at the next 
business meeting.                                                                                                                                                                  
 The members had a discussion regarding membership.                                                                                                    
 Pete Palasota asked members to consider helping with the trams at the FMCA Convention.                              
 Linda Miller asked the members to consider having a Chapter decal.  LaVerne Forrester shared that 
the Chapter had a decal when the Chapter was formed. Other members remembered the decal.  LaVerne F. 
made a motion that a Discovery International Chapter decal be created.  The motion was seconded and the 
idea of creating a decal was approved.  Linda M. will handle the project.                                                                                          
 Charlene Williams thanks John W. for the flags.  The members applauded John.                                                      
 John W. asked members to send Marlene Elkins articles for the newsletter.  He thanked Marlene and 
Neil for their hard work in publishing the Chapter’s newsletter.   He reminded members that we need a 
Newsletter Editor.                                                                                                                                                                   
 Committee Reports:  The Nominating Committee is still working on the slate of officers.                           
 The Audit Committee, Linda Miller, Mary Condrey, and Pete Palasota, checked the books and re-
cords of the Discovery International Chapter from February 9, 2004 to December 31, 2006.  They found no 
discrepancies and in their opinion the books and records represent accurately the financial condition of Dis-
covery International.                                                                                                                                                                        
 Future Rallies:  Neil and Marlene Elkins, hosts of the 2007 Utah Rolling Rally, shared information 
concerning their rally.  More information will appear in the next newsletter.                                                                                            
 John and Judy W. plan on attending the Pomona FMCA Convention.  Members interested in attend-
ing should let them know.                                                                                                                                                       
 Vie and Chuck Brock will be hosting the pre-rally in Minnesota.                                                                                      
President John W. asked for a motion to close the meeting.  Harry Condrey moved the meeting be closed.  A 
second was heard and the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m. 

Submitted by Secretary 

Karen Didich 

 

From the Editor   

Greetings!                                                                                                                                                                                
 I have two more issues to edit before the end of my tenure.  Bill Wagner has graciously volunteered 
to be the new DI Newsletter Editor beginning with the first issue for 2008.  Thanks Bill!!                                                                 
 Happy Fourth of July to all and hope to see you down the road! 
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Those Wonderful Church Bulletins!  These sentences actually ap-
peared in church bulletins or were announced in church services. 

 

—The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals. 
—The sermon this morning:  "Jesus Walks on the Water."  The sermon tonight, "Searching for Jesus." 
—Our youth basketball team is back in action Wednesday at 8 PM in the recreation hall.  Come out and 
 watch us kill Christ the King. 
—Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.  It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keeping around 
 the house.  Bring your husbands. 
—The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today has been canceled due to a conflict. 
—Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our community. 
—Smile at someone who is hard to love.  Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much about you. 
—Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 
—Miss Charlene Mason sang "I will not pass this way again," giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
—For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery downstairs. 
—Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They need all the help they can get. 
—The Rector will preach his farewell message after which the choir will sing, "Break Forth Into Joy." 
—Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that      
 began in their school days. 
—A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the church hall.  Music will follow. 
—At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?" Come early and listen to our 
 choir practice.                                                                                                                                                        
—Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new members and to the                    
 deterioration of some older ones. 
—Scouts are saving aluminum cans, bottles and other items to be recycled. Proceeds will be used to cripple 
 children. 
—Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want remembered. 
—The church will host an evening of fine dining, super entertainment and gracious hostility. 
—Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 
—The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind.  They may be seen in the basement on     
 Friday afternoon. 
—This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across from the Church.  Bring a blanket 
 and come prepared to sin. 
—Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM.  All ladies are invited to lunch in the       
 Fellowship Hall after the B.S. is done. 
—The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric girdles for 
 the pancake breakfast next Sunday. 
—Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM.  Please use the back door. 
—The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church basement Friday at 7 PM.  The 
 congregation is invited to attend this tragedy. 
—Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church.  Please use large double door at the 
 side entrance. 
—The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: "I Upped My 
 Pledge - Up Yours" 
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INVITE OTHERS TO JOIN! 

Many of you encounter other Discovery owners who may  not be a member of Discovery International (FMCA).  So, 
here is our membership application form.  Keep it handy and pass it along.  More Discoverys means more                       

DISCOVER’INGB�

 
FMCA NUMBER ____________________________ Today’s Date _________________ 
 

Pilot Last Name (Please Print) _____________________ First Name __________________________ 

Co-Pilot Last Name _______________________________ First Name __________________________ 

Street and/or Mailing Address __________________________________________________________ 

City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip + 4 ________________________ 

Phone, including Area Code (_____) _____ - ___________  E=Mail __________ Web Site _______ 

Winter Address 
 
City _____________________________________ State ________ Zip + 4 ________________________ 
 

Phone, including Area Code (_____) _____ - ___________ 

Discovery Coach Information 
 
Year ______________  Length  _______________  Model  ________________  Engine  ___________ 

Membership Fees: 

Initiation Fee (one time) $15.00  Send completed application and check to:  Linda Miller                                   
Annual Dues                             $20.00                                                                                     Membership Secretary                 
Total Amount Due First Year $35.00          10066 E. 600 S.                                                   
           Lafayette, IN  47905  
Make Check Payable to:  Discovery International  

         

 

            Memorial Day  2007 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


